established workers. Without judging between the author and his opponents, I think it would be unwise for a newcomer to prostaglandins to take this book as his primer because of its very personal style. The author states his position clearly but it is not possible to judge the validity of that position until you have gained some familiarity with prostaglandins.
This research field is confusing and confused, and its organization into a readily assimilated form is not made any easier by the discovery every few years of yet another prostaglandin or yet another enzymic pathway. This book may be a stimulus to the more experienced researcher. The author is not concerned that his hypotheses should be correct, merely that they should be tested; he would be as happy for them to be conclusively disproved. Many readers will find Dr Horrobin's grand design, as exemplified by his general theory ofdisease that all disease is a reflection of abnormal prostaglandin metabolism, hard to accept; it is, however, interesting to see it expounded. The medical content is less than in the previous volume, but smallpox prevention, infant feeding and other related themes are interestingly discussed within the context of an awakening social conscience in mid-eighteenth century England. The main Foundling Hospital in London was a central focus of the philanthropic activities of such colourful figures as Captain Coram, William Hogarth and Frederic Handel; and its history also casts an unexpected light on a great pioneer physiologist, the Reverend Stephen Hales.
One of a number of the Hospital's offshoots was established in Aylesbury for a mere 9 years; but its chequered career provides a cameo of the paradoxes of public and private life of the time. Its treasurer was the remarkable libertarian and libertine, John Wilkes, whose valuable work for the hospital was, alas, totally negated by his subsequent embezzlement of the funds in his trust! The author shows vividly the potential riches still to be unearthed by other students of loeal history. The book certainly presents the state of epidemiological research in general practice, and it is not the editors' fault that, as they comment, 'the sum total of the results of this research may appear to be a somewhat meagre return for much effort'. The missing ingredient is progress on how to improve psychiatric treatment in general practice. We need some change of direction: now that we know how many 'cases' there are, can we work out how best to help them? As an introduction to oral medicine this book is excellent. It provides the essentials without academic detail and offers much practical assistance. The definition of oral medicine on page 4 leaves the reader wondering whether or not it embraces diseases of the teeth. However, it is clear from Part 5 that the teeth and their supporting structures are included only insofar as they are affected by systemic disease. It seems surprising that dentinogenesis imperfecta should be included but not amelogenesis imperfecta. Apart from one unfortunate late correction the book is remarkably free from error and is very well produced. It seems a pity that so many of the illustrations are darker than necessary.
SYDNEY SELWYN
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In spite ofthese few criticisms this is an excellent book which is very suitable for undergraduate teaching, as one would expect from a knowledge of the authors.
AI DARLING
Professor ofDental Medicine
University ofBristol
